
Lateral reading 

method for reliable 

information search



AIM OF THE LESSON

Introduce the concept and method of
lateral reading and show how to apply this
technique to everyday life.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Identify the characteristics of a reliable source.
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Learn how to evaluate textual and visual

information in terms of credibility.

Develop skills in text analysis, pay attention to

detail, and understand the importance of slower

content consumption.
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WHAT IS LATERAL READING?

Searching for information within a source
and exploring multiple perspectives and
sources simultaneously.

Strategy for determining a source’s
reliability by comparing the information it
contains with other sources
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WHAT DOES LATERAL

READING HELP TO ASSESS?

What is the quality of the site you visit (how much

information is accurate)?

What content is published and how can we

understand it?

Does the site have an editorial process (is it edited

and reviewed)?

Does the site have an expert reputation (indicating

accuracy of the facts)?
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WAYS OF ADAPTING
LATERAL READING

For professional 
fact-checkers

For readers

Opening multiple
browser tabs

Combining different 
information

Comparing
different sources
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GROUP WORK

Using the example of disinformation and all available
open sources to find out:

as much information as possible about the website
where the example was posted,

the author of the article or message,

identify which information in the example is correct
and which is not,

assess the credibility of the example.
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EXAMPLES OF DISINFORMATION (1)

8
BRĪVS CILVĒKS, n.d.

https://brivscilveks.lv/testi-un-ne-tikai/


EXAMPLES OF DISINFORMATION (2)

9Reval Buch, n.d.

https://www.reval-buch.ee/toode/tervisediktatuur/


DISCUSSION

Tell us what you found out about the example?

Which sources did you use and why?

Would you recommend reading the information
on this website, in a social network group, to a
friend? Why?

What difficulties did you encounter in analysing
the example given?
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REFLECTION

How did I feel doing the activity?

What knowledge/skills would have helped me to
do this task better?

What difficulties did I encounter?

What did I like about doing this task?
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HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT

Find out which websites or social
networking groups your relatives or
friends browse the most.

Analyse the information on them for
reliability using the lateral reading
method.
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